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Our Curriculum



Communication and Language

Underpins all 7 areas of learning and development. Children 
need to be able to :

Listen attentively

Ask questions to find out more and check understanding

Learn and use new vocabulary

Hold conversations 

Enjoy listening to songs and poems, showing good attention

Follow instructions 

Express ideas and emotions



Physical Development



Personal, Social and Emotional 
development



Literacy
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A Typical Day in Reception…





Reading

Research  show s that when ch ildren  read to their paren ts for 8  – 10 m inutes 4  tim es a week , they 
have a much h igher reading level than those that don ’t. 



First books…  



Questions you m ight ask…

What do you think w ill happen 
next?  



When the children are ready, they will take home a decodable 
book. The children will be encouraged to sound out the words 

that they don’t know.  



At the back of the books are some games you might want to play. 



Preparing to read 

• Have a regu lar specia l tim e you  read together (e.g. 
after d inner, bedtim e, af ter break fast) .

• Turn  the TV, X -box , iPad etc off .

• S it w ith  them  in  a com fortable p lace. 

• Look th rough  the pictu res and talk  abou t what you  
th ink  m igh t happen . 



During reading 

• Praise their reading constan tly.

• Ask s im ple questions to check  their 
understanding.

• When your ch ild is b lend ing the sounds in  
words, make su re they say the whole word 
af terwards. 



If they get stuck on a word…

• Don ’t tel l them  the answer straigh t away, they may get used to 
look ing to you for the answer rather than apply ing strategies they 
know  for reading.

• Pause, give them  tim e to th ink  about it. 

• Encourage them  to sound out the word.

• I f  they sti l l can ’t work  it ou t then  tell them , prais ing them  for try ing 
hard.

• Don ’t m ake a fu ss about m istakes , it’s  how  we learn !



Reluctant readers…

• It can take years to develop reading stam ina. Therefore 
you can take it in turns to read each page. 

• Keep it fun. Short and sweet, little and often can be 
best for reluctant readers. 

• Make it a special time for you both.

• Show off your child’s reading to Grandparents, friends, 
fam ily, pets and toys! 



When you have 
f in ished reading …

Write a comment in your 
child’s reading record. We 
expect at least 3 comments a 
week. 



Everyday words
Inside your child’s yellow reading record are their ‘Everyday words’ These are 
words that the children need to know instantly, without sounding them out. 
Please practise these at home regularly. The yellow list will be given first. 



Phonics 

In order for a pupil to become a f luen t reader, they must be taugh t all 
the common ways of  representing English  speech sounds (phonemes). 

Through  our phon ics schem e ‘Sounds W rite’ the ch ildren  are taugh t 
all o f  these sounds and the sk il ls  of  b lend ing and segmenting 

(splitting) them  to help them  read. Phon ics sess ions take place 
everyday at school. 

The ch ildren  won ’t learn  all the sounds in  Reception  bu t w ill con tinue 
to be taugh t them  as they move up th rough  the school. 



Phonics book and 
pronunciation 
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https://www.google.com/search?q=sounds+write+how+to+say+the+sounds&sca_esv=6857b87e1d1cb9cd&source=hp&ei=Kw3MaMmmEvelhbIP7_L8eA&iflsig=AOw8s4IAAAAAaMwbO-K6PDljhrk3q4D_89rUPoFs4G7Q&oq=sounds+write+how+to+say+soun&gs_lp=_UB&sclient=gws-wiz#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:15150e3c,vid:a8ZMfYjdN-s,st:0
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